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President’s Message 

     Welcome 2020! The NPA had a busy year and will see lots 
of changes in the coming year. Our new website will launch 
any day now. We are busy providing content, photos and we 
are still looking for someone to make a year- round home for 
our webcam. (You must have WIFI.) THANKS for considering! 
     Letters to North Pond’s tri-town budget committees 
have been sent; please try to attend your town’s Town 
Meeting in March and share you are a member of the NPA 
and thank them for their support! The cost for the same 
amount of CBI coverage in 2020 will increase to $15,000 as 
minimum wage is now $12/hour.      
The bottle bin & boat 
redemption total is over $3,000 
so that is a huge help! Thank you 
to the volunteers who haul bags 
and bags full to D&L Store and 
Triple D Redemption! Keep them 
coming! 
     Dr. Wain, of 7 Lakes Alliance, 
has ordered a dissolved oxygen 
meter for the NPA and grants are 
being written to offset the cost 
of other water quality 
equipment so we may collect data in real time. We will 
present results at our annual meeting. SEE YOU THERE! 
     There are some great articles written by board members, 
Linda Rice, Woody Woodsum and Kelly Marshall in this issue 
of NPN. I hope at least one of them will entice you to spend 
some time volunteering for your lake association this 
summer! Remember, we have CBI training available for free 
all summer! BMPs are on display at Fairview Grange, if you 
need ideas! Please send in your dues to help us budget! 
     I would personally love feedback from our members and 
anyone reading this newsletter about how the NPA is doing 
and how we can do better. We are in need of a few fresh 
faces on our board in August and I want to reiterate that you 
are only as busy as you want to be on our board. We are 
looking for a few dedicated volunteers with can do attitudes 
and any type of skill set! The NPA is only as great as its board 
and its active members. Enjoy your 
winter! 
 

All my best,  
 
Jodie Mosher-Towle, NPA President 
Jodie @ NorthPond.net 

 
 
 

Smithfield Leap Year Celebration 
Wednesday, February 26- Saturday, February 29 
Break away from the winter blues and join the townspeople 

of Smithfield, Maine’s only Leap Year town, for FOUR 
FAMILY FUN FILLED DAYS and NIGHTS! Thanks to our many 
local businesses for sponsoring all of the planned events -- 

unless otherwise stated, everything is FREE!             
  (Donations happily accepted!)  

Events: 
Wednesday, February 26 – FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 6-8pm 
Fairview Grange #342 in the village. Hot Dogs, Popcorn, drinks 
and snacks available. Movie TBA! 

Thursday, February 27, Join us at 
the Fairview Grange #342 for a 
MURDER MYSTERY DINNER  
$25 pp and space is limited 
6pm…get your tickets at the Town 
Office asap! This event is BYOB. 
Friday, February 28, THE LEAP YEAR 
TONIGHT SHOW featuring local 
entertainment - musicians, dancers, 
comedians surprise guests! 
Fairview Grange #342 7-9pm. 
Saturday, February 29– VINTAGE 
SNOWMOBILE SHOW & SWAP at 

TRI-POND VARIETY Corner of Rte 137 & Rte 8. 9am 
registration. Raffles, evening trail ride and so much 
more…FMI go to their Facebook page.  

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX EVENTS – Sat. Feb 29th  

*GRAB A HOT LUNCH at the Fire House! SVFD firefighters 

will be serving it up! (Donations accepted!) 12-2pm 

*FREE HOT CHOCOLATE BAR OPEN ALL DAY in the fire House. 9-3pm 
*Smithfield Maine Historical Society Powerpoint Presentation with 
Postcards & Photos from 1860 – today! 9-2pm 
*Red Cross and SCART Team 9-2pm 

*AFFORDABLE PET CLINIC – Jordan Farm Livestock Rescue 
9am-12pm    FREE PHOTOS OF YOUR PETS!! 
*SNOW SCULPTURE CONTEST – make it a family event or 
grab your friends! Pre-register at town office. Supplies 

provided. TIME: 9am  PRIZES AWARDED 2pm!  
*TOBOGGAN RACES! Get your team ready!  1-3pm pre-register 
in the town office. PRIZES AWARDED 3:15pm! 
 
Watch for MORE Leap Year Events in the Summer issue of 
North Pond News! 

 

 
 

Dates to Remember… 
• Earth Day Clean Up, April 25 

• Boater Safety Course, June 6 

• R U Buff Enough? Workshop, July 11 

• Annual Meeting, JULY 25 
• IPP aka Plant Paddle,  Wed. July, 29 

Find us on FaceBook and 
our  new website: 

WWW.NORTHPONDMAINE.org 

 
 

 

Our purpose is to support and conduct social, educational, and stewardship efforts to 

benefit the natural environment of North Pond and Little Pond and all users thereof. 

 

 

http://www.northpondmaine.org/


 

 

Did you know… 
Green Cotton Candy  

     Scott Williams, Executive Director of Lake Stewards of 
Maine, presented a lecture on Metaphyton on November 
20, 2019.  
     What is Metaphyton and what does it look like? 
Metaphyton is a group of macroscopic (can be seen with 
the naked eye) filamentous (thread like) green algae. It 
looks like stringy green clouds, very slimy and very thin. 
Metaphyton is naturally occurring in many Maine lakes. It 
has always been here. Reports of seeing more of this 
“cotton candy like” algae in recent years leads lake 
scientists to wonder. Could increasing metaphyton be an 
indicator of new stresses to lakes linked to climate 
change? These questions are being asked all the time.   
     Unfortunately, there is no scientific proof as there have 
been no in-depth scientific studies of metaphyton. 
Metaphyton grows best in the littoral zone (sunlight can 
reach the bottom) of many lakes. The most suitable lakes 
are shallow ones with more littoral zones. It does not 
appear that a nutrient rich (phosphorus) lake like North 
Pond can produce more metaphyton than a clear low 
nutrient lake. Clarity in a lake’s water column, however, 
does affect the growth because less sun reaches the 
metaphyton in a cloudy lake. There are multiple species of 
metaphyton and all have similar characteristics. It does not 
root in the substrate nor is it truly suspended in the water 
column. Metaphyton tends to get caught on rooted aquatic 
plants and debris such as sunken logs and sticks. 
Campers on North Pond have reported huge “globs” 
clinging to their dock legs. 
     Some camp owners have tried to rake it out of the 
water. They quickly realize that metaphyton has very little 
substance. It first appears after ice out in the spring as 
bright green clouds.  Less wind and wave action such as 
in protected coves allow the metaphyton to hold together 
more easily. The appearance changes during its life cycle. 
As the algae ages, the green becomes dull and floats to 
the bottom. As it decomposes, the metaphyton turns brown 
and decompresses representing very little biomass. It often 
makes the bottom of our shoreline shallows appear like 
mucky brown rugs until you walk through it and realize 
there is nothing to it. There is absolutely no danger in 
swimming in a lake with metaphyton.  
     A well buffered shoreline may help to reduce the growth 
of metaphyton according to scientists, but a more rigorous 
study is needed. Temperature is also a factor but studies 
need to be recorded. Scott Williams and Lake Stewards of 
Maine would like to see an organized group of Citizen 
Scientists come together to create continuing and 
extended observation of metaphyton. Perhaps then we can 
determine whether there is an increase in the appearance 
and growth of metaphyton in Maine Lakes. 
     For more info, go to www.lakestewardsofmaine.org or 
contact them at stewards@lakestewardsme.org or call 

(207) 783-7733.  *Notes from his presentation taken by Linda 
Rice. 
 

  

       Local and State Contact Numbers 
Smithfield Town Office: Tel: 207-362-4772 

www.smithfieldme.us   Email: townoffice@smithfieldmaine.us 

Rome Town Office: 207-397-4011 www.romemaine.com 

Mercer Town Office: 

Tel: 207-587-2911 EMAIL: townofmercer@tds.net 

www.mercerme.us 

7 Lakes Alliance and YCC: 207-495-6039 

www.7lakesalliance.org 

Maine Lakes Society>> http://mainelakessociety.org/ 

Somerset County Sheriff Department: 207-474-9541 

Maine State Police:  207-624-7076 

Game Warden Dispatch: 1-800-452-4664 

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife: 

Tel: 207-287-8000 
Department of Environmental Protection: 

To report oil/gas spills  1-800-482-0777 

Poison Center Emergency 1-800-222-1222 

MEDICAL - Walk In Clinic 211 Main -, Waterille, ME 

(207)877-3450 

      Biodiversity Research Institute: (Injured Loon Contact)         

Tel: 207-839-7600   Email: bri@briloon.org  

(24 hours) 1-800-452-4664 

  OR www.avianhaven.org  207-382-6761 

 

Tri-Town Community Events 
Mercer:  
Town office: 207-587-2911 M, W, Th 9am - 3pm, T & W Eves 6pm - 
8pm, 2nd Sat. of month 7:30am - 1pm   
Food Pantry available during the hours of 10-2 Mon - Thurs 
dtibbettsmcc@gmail.com or townofmercer@gmail.com  
Shaw Library website-  http://mercershawlibrary.weebly.com/ 
Hours: Tues – 1:30-4:30, Wed – 5-8pm, Thurs – 1:30-4:30 Sat – 9-12 and 
whenever town office is open. 
Pickle Ball – 4:30 Tuesdays 

Walking, Free, during Open Daytime Office Hours 9-3 pm (Please 
bring a clean pair of shoes to change into for all activities in the gym)  
Mercer Historical Society -https://www.facebook.com/mercer.historical/ 
Methodist Church - Vestry Thrift Store – See FB page FMI 

Rome:  
Town Office - 207-397-4011. Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday  12:00 - 5:00 PM and 1st & 3rd Saturday 9:00 - 11:30 AM 

Find out all events going on in Rome at their Website: 
http://www.romemaine.com/  

Smithfield:  
Town Office: 207-362-4772 M-F 8am til 4pm  
The Smithfield Library - Wednesday evenings 6 - 8 Walk ins during 
office hours are welcome.  
Smithfield Baptist Church: Sunday Services – 10am 

Smithfield Maine Historical Society: Fundraiser - 
Calendars are available at the Town Office & T-shirts! See FB page 
Fairview Grange #342  – 122nd Anniversary see their FB page FMI 
TOWN OFFICE/Municipal Complex -  
BOOK CLUB – First Friday of each month 9-11am 
Coffee Talk: 3rd Fridays 9-11am  
Game Day: 2nd & 4th Fridays 9-11>Mahjong, Cribbage, Scrabble or BYOG 

SVFD Annual BBQ - Saturday, June 27th. 11am until gone. 
This is a major fundraiser for the SVFD. The food is delicious 
and the price is right! 

http://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/
mailto:stewards@lakestewardsme.org
http://www.smithfieldme.us/
mailto:townoffice@smithfieldmaine.us
http://www.mercerme.us/
http://www.7lakesalliance.org/
http://mainelakessociety.org/
mailto:bri@briloon.org
http://www.avianhaven.org/
http://mercershawlibrary.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mercer.historical/


 

 

     
ICE IN – December 1, 2019 

  
 
 
 

 

First ice fisherman chasing down his flag on 4” of ice in early December. 

GRANGE GRAPEVINE 
Fairview Grange #342 Report to the North Pond Association for 

2019-2020 

Hi All, I’m pleased to report another successful year for 
the Fairview Grange. Our membership is growing and 
our involvement in the community continues to grow 
also. We were once again able to put up nearly 50 flags 
on the utility poles in town. We co-hosted with the NPA 
the Boater Safety Course held in June and hosted 
another successful craft fair. We took down 2 of the 3 
big pine trees on the shoreline that needed to come 
down as they were a huge hazard. They were old, 
broken, rotted and dying. One more to go. Just as 
quickly as they came down we got to work replanting the 
area with flowering shrubs, grass, and plants to prevent 
any runoff to the lake. With the new well we were able to 
run timers to hoses all around for watering. One hour in 
the morning and 1 hour in the evening. We quickly 
transformed a “mess” into a park.  
I hope you had a chance to check out our beautiful 
porous paver walkway to the steps. The NPA was 
successful in getting a grant to pay for it to benefit all of 
us. It looks great and provides an environmentally sound 
pathway to the lake. No erosion. All efforts on the 
grounds were continued with great success as we 
continue to pursue our goal of improving the look of our 
property. The better the property looks, the more people 
want to see it. The more people that see it, the more 
people there are that become aware of our LakeSmart, 
shoreline initiatives. The goal of course is getting 
everyone to follow our example and to improve their 
property with Best Management Practices along the 
shoreline. In all, the Grange hosted 49 events in 2019, 
nearly 1 a week. That is a lot of people reading the NPA 
Best Management Practices signs placed around the 
property.  
Also, the Summer Suppers will be back again in 2020. It 
is great to see the faces year after year coming in for our 
Wednesday night suppers. With the steps and the new 
pathway North Pond-ers are coming by boat in 
increasing numbers. Great to see. Here’s to continued 
success in the collaboration between the NPA and 
Fairview Grange #342.  
Best regards,  
Rick Watson, Master, Fairview Grange 
 
 

 

EARTH DAY/SPRING CLEAN UP 

Saturday, April 25th  

Boat Landing – North Shore Drive 

9am 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS: 
www.NorthPondMaine.org 

 

NPA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
and Donation Form 

*Use the enclosed membership remit envelope or cut 

this application out, and mail it in today!  
Thanks to the continuous support of our members the boat 
landing, dam and water quality is monitored, courtesy boat 
inspectors are hired and trained to protect and preserve North 
Pond and Little Pond each year and so much more.  
Joining NPA is the first step in safeguarding the health of the 

lake for generations to come.  
Send in your tax-deductible dues and any other donation you 
wish to make. Dues are applied from January 1 until December 
31 each year. If there is a specific fund you would like your 
money applied to please make a note of it when you send in your 
check. *About $150 funds a day of Courtesy Boat Inspections. 
(Minimum Wage increase!)  
Thank you for your consideration and continued support…we 
need it now more than ever!  
 
*North Pond Association is a 501c3 organization and all 

donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed 

under tax law.  
You make a difference when you become a member! 

$100+ -  Conservator 

$ 50  -    Patron 

$ 25  -    Family Dues 

$ 15  -    Individual Dues 

$_______- Courtesy Boat Inspection Program (Milfoil) 

$_______- Watershed Education 

$_______- Youth Conservation Corps  

$_______- Other  

$_________ TOTAL ENCLOSED 

 
Name:____________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________ 
                 ___________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Please make your tax-deductible donation payable to:  

North Pond Association 
Mail to:  NPA 
   PO Box 44 
              Smithfield, ME 04978 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.northpondmaine.org/


 

 

      I have been extremely lucky to have Linda Rice as my 

LakeSmart mentor. Together we attended a training 
session, and Linda has continued that training as I have 

accompanied her on multiple LakeSmart visits. 
     During those visits, LakeSmart evaluators team up with 

camp owners to plan future Best Management Practices 

(BMPs) with the goal of improving erosion control to 
prevent rain water runoff and thus to enhance the water 

quality of North Pond and Little Pond. It was uplifting for 

me to meet new people during those LakeSmart visits. 
They are all people with the same goal as the NPA: working 

for positive change. 
      Linda visited with nine property owners interested in a 

LakeSmart award. Two of those properties should qualify 

for the LakeSmart honor in 2020. One property needed 
only the installation of infiltration steps to qualify. 

Infiltration steps are a BMP that channels rain into the 

shoreline and not the water. 
     It bears repeating that, in general terms, becoming 

LakeSmart has one basic goal: prevent erosion and 
rainwater runoff and thus protect lake water. But the 

thoroughness of LakeSmart evaluations moves beyond the 

general and into the many specific characteristics of a 
property. These include driveways, roofs and gutters, 

footpaths, shorelines, parking, yards, and much more. All 

told, there are fifty specific points of inspection. 
     It can sound a bit daunting at first, but by making 

changes to a property over one or two summers (or years), 
especially with the help of Watershed Financial Awards 

(WFAs), great progress is made. See the WFA report 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 
     At first, I had no idea becoming LakeSmart meant such 

things as the height of one’s lawn mower blade or whether 

homeowners had outside pets. But, since working with 
Linda, I have learned that conservation involves a lot more 

than eschewing fertilizer and both servicing and pumping 
your septic system. 

     After NPA LakeSmart visits, homeowners have 

installed erosion control mulch on shorelines, planted 
buffer plants (such as blueberry bushes and sweet fern), 

installed rain gardens, and added riprap to shorelines. In 

short, the LakeSmart program gets credit, along with 
property owners, for dozens of improvements to the 

watershed. Thank you homeowners! 
     In recent years the NPA has partnered with 7 Lakes 

Alliance (formerly known as BRCA) and won Maine DEP 

319 Grants for watershed improvement projects. Part of the 
grant application requirement for those grants in our North 

Pond Watershed Based Protection Plan is at least five 
LakeSmart visits per year. Thanks to the participants 

around North and Little Ponds, the NPA LakeSmart 

program is becoming an effective and collaborative 
program to ensure financial support to improve water 

quality and prevent future Algae blooms. Hooray for us!  

 

~~~~~Online Boater Registration~~~~~ 
https://www5.informe.org/online/boat/ 

 
 
   
 

KIDS KORNER  
Three top notch sites to help make a rainy day, 

stuck inside at the lake more FUN! 
http://www.treetures.com/Meet1.htm 
https://www.eia.gov/kids/games-and-activities/ 
https://rangerrick.org/ 
 

 

Watershed Financial Awards 
WFA Program- A Banner Year! 

2019 saw the largest amount of Watershed Financial 
Awards (WFA) ever given out by the NPA in a single year. 
Sixteen WFAs were awarded to thirteen property owners. 
Each award is worth $150 for a grand total of $2400. Some 
owners qualified for two awards as they attended more than 
one annual Buffer Workshop since 2017 and were waiting 
for the 7 Lakes Alliance Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) 
to finish their projects.  
How does a North or Little Pond property owner qualify 
for a WFA? 
Step 1 – You must attend the Are You Buff Enough? – How 
To Become LakeSmart-er Workshop. The2020 Buffer 
Workshop is Saturday, July 11 from 9am to 11am at the 
Fairview Grange  #342 in Smithfield. 
Step 2 – Install buffer plants, rain gardens, rip rap, crushed 
rock drip edges, erosion control mulch or other BMPs (Best 
Management Practices) to prevent runoff and erosion on 
your lakeside property. These projects can be installed by 
you, through a contractor, or by using YCC to install the 
BMPs for you.  
Step 3 – Fill out a Practical Application form listing all of 
your BMP projects and attach receipts for contract invoices 
including YCC if applicable and receipts for the cost of 
materials such as plants or mulch. 
Don’t forget to include the hours you spent planning and 
installing your projects. Turn in your completed Practical 
Application to the NPA at PO Box 44, Smithfield, ME 
04978. Linda Rice is the contact person through June 2020. 
For more info contact Linda at (207) 313-2494 or email 
lindarice74@yahoo.com 

LakeSmart: Teamwork at its Best 

                By Doug “Woody” Woodsum 
     One of the best parts about being involved with 
multiple lake associations is working with people to 

improve the environment of the Belgrade Lakes. The 
LakeSmart program is a perfect example of this 

collaborative commitment to conservation and the 

environment. 
 

 
 

 

https://www5.informe.org/online/boat/
http://www.treetures.com/Meet1.htm
https://www.eia.gov/kids/games-and-activities/
https://rangerrick.org/
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FREE MDIF&W Boating Safety Course  

Saturday, June 6, 2019 
9am-4pm 

This is the 5th year NPA will host this course in 
collaboration with Fairview Grange #342 on Village Road 
in Smithfield. Become boater certified, brush up on old 
rules and learn some new ones, teens become certified at 
age 16 and up to drive personal watercraft as well. Join in! 
Free lunch will be served! This is usually the ONLY course 
offered in all of Kennebec and Somerset Counties. Don’t 
miss out. 
FMI & sign up email: debbie.cunningham2014@gmail.com 
 

 
2020Tri-Town Dates 

Support the NPA by attending your Town Meeting! Raise your 
hand even higher when it is time to vote for monies we have 
requested to go toward Courtesy Boat Inspections! 
Mercer: Municipal Election of officers is Tuesday March 3rd. 
Town Meeting is Saturday, March 7th, at 6pm at the Mercer 
Community Center. 
Rome: Saturday, March 14th at 10am at the Community Center.  
Smithfield: The budget Committee meeting is Saturday, 
February 8th, 9:00 am. The Public Hearing for the FY 2020-
21.  Budget Hearing is Tuesday February 18th    6:00 pm. 
The Annual Town meeting is Saturday March 14th with voting 8-
4 and meeting at 7:00 pm. 
.  

Dam Report 
Rick Watson, the NPA Dam Keeper, opened the 
dam on Great Meadow Stream to begin winter draw 
down on October 15, 2019. The water level was at 
or near full pond at that time, especially because the 
East Pond Association had just opened their dam on 
the Serpentine, an inlet stream on October 8th. 
Overall, the water level on North Pond was in great 
shape this past summer. A cool wet spring and 
reasonable rainfall during the summer kept the water 
up to a healthy level. More water in North and Little 
Ponds helps to dilute the nutrient load such as 
phosphorus and increases the flushing rate. The 
more water that flows in from Bog Stream, the 
Serpentine and smaller brooks, the more water will 
flow out in to the only outlet - Great Meadow Stream 
at the south end near Pine Tree Camp. Thanks Rick! 
Great job.  

 
 

 

2019 CBI by the Numbers 
 

     This past season of Courtesy Boat Inspections ended 
without any invasive aquatic plants being found on any boats 
or trailers going in or coming out of the North Pond Public Boat 
Landing. Our eight paid Courtesy Inspectors supervised by 
Amy Soper at 7 Lakes Alliance did their best to fill the 60 hours 
scheduled weekly from Friday of Memorial Day Weekend to 
Labor Day. As usual, the days in May and June and at the end 
of August into September were hard to cover as the students 
went back to school. Volunteer hours in 2019 came to a total 
of 58 ¼. Most of those hours were used to cover the landing 
before or after the paid shifts. Myself and Louise Proulx were 
the volunteers.  
     The number of water craft inspected by paid and volunteer 
inspectors was 1406. The number would have been 
considerably more if we had more volunteers helping to cover 
unpaid hours and especially busy weekends in September 
and October. This past season, I did not extend my volunteer 
hours past Labor Day nor did I cover any of the six Bass 
tournaments scheduled from September 22 through 
November 3rd. The IF&W and the DEP now require that each 
tournament must provide a certified “weed inspector” with the 
same training as all the Courtesy Boat Inspectors around the 
state. In the future, it would still be a good idea to have one of 
our own CBIs at these tournaments.  
     2019 was my last season as NPA’s Volunteer Courtesy 
Boat Inspector. My time spent at the landing has been 
rewarding as well as fun. We have the best boaters and 
fishermen coming to North Pond. I always looked forward to 
seeing the campers put in for the first time each Spring.  
     One Last Appeal! North Pond needs volunteer CBIs and 
perhaps a few adults would like to make $12.00/hour as a part 
time inspector. A crew made up of not just students but also 
adults who would be available during school hours would 
really help to protect North Pond from spreading invasive 
aquatic plants. I will be happy to train any volunteers in the 
Spring of 2020. Contact me at (207) 313-2494 or email me at 
lindarice74@yahoo.com. To become a paid CBI for the 2020 
season, contact Amy Soper at amy.soper@7lakesalliance.org 
or call (207) 495-6039. Thank you for nearly two decades. 
Linda Rice, CBI 

   

NPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
          GRID#   Contact Info  
Jodie Mosher-Towle, President          2          (207) 362-1009 
Woody Woodsum, Vice President   n/a (207) 716-1289 
Caroline Harlow, Treasurer    9 (603) 715-0751 
Linda Rice, Secretary    2/5 (207) 313-2494  
Tom Bondaruk     26 (978) 604-1795 
Harvey Chesley                       5 (207) 314-0637 
Debra Cunningham     1 (207) 985-7271 
George Fowler      5 (207) 852-5370 
Catherine Drummond                       13/14      (207) 907-9713 
Kelly Marshall     13/14     (603) 325-2067 
Doug McCartney        27 (978) 460-1483 
Melissa Michonski     2 (207) 399-6336 
Louise Proulx    1/3 (207) 362-5120 
Carol Sullivan   18/24 (508) 320-8141 
Frank Ten Broeck      3 (732) 859-0305 

 

mailto:debbie.cunningham2014@gmail.com
mailto:lindarice74@yahoo.com
mailto:amy.soper@7lakesalliance.org


  



     

                  Sunbeam Roller Rink 
828 Village Road, Smtihfield, Maine 

 7-10 Wed and Fri 
Seasonal Rollerskating/blading on the 

Lake! Rent the Rink! 
Bulmer76@gmail.com  

Find us on FB! Sunbeam Roller Rink 

 

                  Great Pond Marina 
25 Marina Drive 

Belgrade, Maine 04918 

Info@greatpondmarina.com  

207-495-2213  

Boat Rentals, Great Pond Dockage,  

Old Town Canoes & Kayaks 

 
Mike Wainer Plumbing and Heating 

169 Rome Road 
Rome, Maine  
207-397-2300 

Quality is our priority. 
mwainerph@yahoo.com 

 
Korner Store & Deli 

45 Oak Street 
Oakland, ME 04963 

207-465-3215 
Homemade Meatballs, Famous 

Lobster Rolls, Take out and Delivery 
(5 mi) 

 

Chesley’s Property Care 
Lawn Care, Tree Trim, Junk Removal, 

Docks, Odd Jobs 
Call Anytime: 649-5072  

Email:  Alex_Chesley@yahoo.com 
 

J’s Boathouse 
91 Taylor Road 

New Sharon, ME 04955 
207-897-8834 jason@jsbhouse.com 

Boat Service, Storage, Trailer Repair, Small 
Engine Repair, Special Projects 

 
Morrow’s Garage & Auto Body 

818 Village Road 
Smithfield, Maine  

362-4161 
Quality Preowned Vehicles & Full Service Repair 

 

Hight Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc 
507 Lakewood Road 

Madison, Maine 
     207-474-3371            

Hightchryslerdodgejeep.com 
New & used cars, trucks, service & parts 

 

Hammond Lumber Co. 
2 Hammond Dr 
Belgrade, Maine 

All of your lumber and building needs. 

  

SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS 
MEMBERS! 

SUPPORT OUR 

BUSINESS 

MEMBERS! 
Dock Jocks 

Installation and Removal Docks, Floats, 
Moorings, Boat Lifts, etc. 

Tucker Watson  
858-5702 or 399-2099  

Call for pricing and more info! 
 

Jack’s Trading Post 
477 Fairbanks Road 

Farmington, ME   207-778-2615 
Jkstp1@gmail.com 

FISHING & HUNTING  SUPPLIES!                     

  
Smithfield Ice Cream Place 

855 Village Road, Smithfield 
Featuring North Street Hard & Soft Serve Ice 

Cream GELATO Specialty Pizzas and 
Sandwiches 

Smithfieldicecreamplace855@gmail.com 
Call ahead @ 362-5039 

 

Foss Enterprises 
274 Rowell Mtn. Road 

Solon, Maine               
Fossenterprises@tds.net  

207-643-2068  

     Portable Toilets & Septic Pumping 
 

LaPointe Custom     
Construction  

Pond Road, Mercer, Maine 
                          207-399-6380 

New construction, renovations, decks, 
additions, replacement windows, roofs –  

30 yrs experience 
www.lapointecustomconstruction.com 

lapointecustomconstruction@gmail.com 
 

Skowhegan Equipment & Tool Rental  

14 Somerset Business Park  
Skowhegan 

207-474-6543 
Call for your equipment rental needs! 

 
Great Pond Marina 

PO Box 405 
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

info@greatpondmarina.com 207-495-2213 
Boat Rentals, Great Pond Dockage, Old Town 

Canoes & Kayaks 
 

Hight Chevrolet Buick GMC 
29 Madison Avenue 
Skowhegan, Maine 

207-474-3371 
HightChevy.com 

       New cars trucks, Fisher Plows, service & parts         

 
Lake Point Real Estate 

221 Main Street 
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 
BelgradeLakePoint.com 

495-3700 

 
 

             Rick Labbe Excavation 
 & Construction  
Smithfield, Maine 

465-5560 fax 362-6471 
LabbeRick@ymail.com 

DEP Certified Septic Systems, Camp Roads, 
Ponds, Site Work Prep 

            Free Estimates 
 

                    Advance1 Cleaning 
57 Water Street, Waterville 

207-873-1241 
           tj@advance1clean.com 

        Disaster Restoration “The Masters of Disasters” 

 
            Tri Pond Variety 

164 Village Road 
Smithfield, ME 04978 

207-362-2010 
24 hour fuel, hot coffee, great food, lobster, movies, 

liquor and a huge beer cave 
 

Native Notions Ecological Landscapes 
200 Augusta Road 

Belgrade, ME 04917 
207-314-9530 OR NativeNotions@hotmail.com 
Landscapes that beauty, function and ecology 

 
Lakewood Nursery 
711 Lakewood Road 

Madison, ME 207-612-2006 
Wide variety of trees, shrubs & perennials  

 

Lynch Landscaping 
Skowehgan, Maine  

LakeSmart Certified Landscaping 
Free Estimates and Consultations!  

 

Smithfield General Store 
858 Village Road 

Smithfield, Maine LIVE BAIT 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner-Dine in or  

Take Out! Deliveries on Fri and Sat. Nights! 
 

Three Lakes Storage Units 
Corner of Rtes 8,137& 225 

Smithfield, Maine  
465-5501 

Call for all your storage needs! Boat storage too! 

 
Hight Ford 

242 Madison Avenue 
Skowhegan, Maine 

207-474-3334 
HightFord.com 

New and used cars, trucks, service and parts 
 

Great Pond Marina, Inc. 
Marina Drive, Belgrade Lakes, Maine 

Info@greatpondmarina.com 
Marine Retail Store: O’Brien Watersports,  

Old Town Kayaks 
 

Hoof N’ Paddle Guide Service 
340 Snow Pond Road, Oakland, ME 

Oakland, ME 
Hunt, Hike, Horseback Riding and MORE! 

207-240-7440 
Hoofnpaddle.com ON FB too! 

 

 

mailto:Bulmer76@gmail.com
mailto:Info@greatpondmarina.com
mailto:mwainerph@yahoo.com
mailto:Jkstp1@gmail.com
mailto:Smithfieldicecreamplace855@gmail.com
mailto:enterprises@tds.net
http://www.lapointecustomconstruction.com/
mailto:lapointecustomconstruction@gmail.com
mailto:info@greatpondmarina.com
mailto:LabbeRick@ymail.com
mailto:tj@advance1clean.com
mailto:NativeNotions@hotmail.com
mailto:Info@greatpondmarina.com
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Invasive Plant Patrols – 36 Hours On the 

Water In 2019 
     Once again, the awesome volunteers found no invasive 
aquatic plants in North Pond or in Little North Pond. Eight 
volunteer plant paddlers along with Amy Eskins, the IPP 
Coordinator for 7 Lakes Alliance and a 7 Lakes intern, Aimee 
Dorval, all met at the North Pond Public Boat Launch July 
30, 2019. Everyone got their assignments, maps, Aquatic 
Plant Guides, Aquascopes, and paperwork to begin their 
survey for invasive aquatic plants. For the first time since 
2012, parts of the littoral zone (shallow enough for sun to 
reach the bottom) around Hight Island was surveyed. 
Thank you to Roland Trepanier for swimming around 
almost the entire island!  
     By the end of the season, we were able to survey all of 
Bog Stream from the Boat Landing to the mouth, the coves 
on either side of Bog Stream, Great Meadow Stream up to 
the NPA dam, the full mouth of the stream including the 
weed beds and coves on either side, the narrows of Little 
North Pond and some of the south and most of the north 
and west shore lines of Little North. A targeted area 
opposite Island View Lane in Mercer was surveyed as well 
by snorkeling. That turned out to be native but it was 
shrouded in metaphyton, a type of algae, causing the 
plants to have a bottle brush appearance similar to milfoil. 
     Speaking of milfoil, whorled water milfoil, a native to 
Maine, was found again in Great Meadow Stream and in 
Bog Stream right where it was growing in 2018. The 
patches did not appear to be spreading or overtaking any 
of the other native aquatic plant communities. That is as it 
should be! Native milfoils are no threat to North Pond. To 
be sure plant samples were sent to Roberta Hill at VLMP 
aka Lake Stewards of Maine. The DNA testing confirmed 
that all samples were whorled water milfoil. 
     Congratulations goes out to Patricia Ramsey of Little 
North Pond. Patty has been an IPP volunteer for years and 
last summer she attended The Aquatic Plant ID Workshop 
provided by VLMP. She is now a certified Plant Patroller and 
is in great shape to lead a squad of Plant Paddlers on North 
or Little Ponds. The NPA also wants to thank all of the camp 
owners and fishermen who saw something and said 
something last season.  With so many extra ‘Eyes on the 
Water,” the 36 hours of plant patrols was easily doubled by 
all the paddle boarders, kayakers and canoers who kept a 
watchful eye on our pond. The next official IPP is 
Wednesday July 29, 2020.  Watch for more details in the 
Summer North Pond News.       
 --Linda Rice--  
 

 
 

 

NPA’s Watershed-Based Protection Plan 
Steering Committee NEEDS YOU! 

The North Pond Watershed Steering Committee needs 
concerned lake lovers like you to plan new Watershed 
Protection Projects on North and Little Ponds. Be a part of 
the future of North Pond’s water quality. Anyone can help 
– town officials, business owners and private property 
owners – all are welcome to become members of the 
Steering Committee!  

 
Great News… 
The NPA has been awarded a second DEP Grant of 
$118,758 as part of our Phase II North Pond Watershed 
Protection Project to be implemented in 2020 and 2021. 
The NPA Watershed Steering Committee along with our 
Project Manager, Charlie Baeder will be meeting this 
winter and spring to plan erosion control projects 
throughout the North Pond Watershed. 

*Funding for this project was provided by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act. The 
funding is administered by the Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection in partnership with the EPA.  
MORE ON PHASE 2 in Summer North Pond News! 

 

Some North Pond History 
by Kelly Marshall, NPA Board Member 
     Since marrying my husband, Paul Marshall, Jr., 30 years ago, I 
have truly enjoyed summers on North Pond with our two sons, 
creating memories that will last a life time. “Camp” is still one of 
our favorite places! The current Marshall camp on Meadow Lane was 
built 50 years ago by Paul’s parents. But the history of Marshall’s 
on North Pond began long before 1960. Over the years my father-
in-law has shared memories of his time at the original Marshall 
camp. We have always enjoyed hearing about the experiences of 
what life was like in the early days on the Pond and thought that 
others would enjoy it as well! 
     The Marshall family was a large French family who immigrated 
from Canada to Waterville, Maine, about 1875. There were five sons 
and five daughters. In 1903 the Marshalls purchased land on the 
East side of North Pond on what is now Fairview Lane. The land was 
purchased from a Mr. Stevens, the father of Ernest and Lindsey 
Stevens, who owned farms at the top of the camp road. The 
purchase price was $1.00 per foot on the lake and the lot was about 
200 feet deep from the lake. A later parcel of 15 feet was 
purchased for the same price for the total cost of $ 75.00 for the 
property. Paul Sr. still has the original property deeds. 
     The original Marshall camp, presently still standing, was built 
with demolition lumber, cut and framed by the Marshall father and 
sons, at the family home on Edwards Street in Waterville and then 
transported by horse wagon to Smithfield and erected. He 
remembers being told that the total camp cost was $200 and thinks 
that the roadway to Waterville used at that time was the now closed 
road starting near Bolduc’s Store and heading towards the Ten Lots 
area of Oakland. Additional lumber, WIDE pine boards were obtained 
from a small sawmill at the foot of the camp road for $ 7.00 per 
thousand board feet. Early on, before power lines were erected, 
some interior lighting was provided by a temporary string of low 

(MORE ON NEXT PAGE!) 
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efforts to benefit the natural environment of North Pond and Little Pond and all users thereof. 

  

Free Fishing 
Weekends  2020 
February 15-16 & 

May 30-31 

voltage (6 volt) bulbs supplied from a car battery. 
     Paul Sr. remembers going to camp in mid-winter when a crew would harvest ice with hand saws and picks to fill the ice house for summer use. 
The ice was hauled to the ice house by horse sled. He remembers this as a most jolly time being had by all, it also meant that they were well 
supplied with a little firewater, which was important. 
     The Marshall family, as did all the neighbors, greatly enjoyed fishing for white perch. “Our family stored the dressed fish on the ice in the 
large ice chest as there was no electric refrigerator at the camp for many years. There was a saw mill just above the village bridge. I do not 
remember it functioning, but I do remember climbing thru the old mill. The dam that used to power the mill also controlled the water level in the 
stream leading to North Pond and therefore the water level of East Pond.” 
     The early WATERVILLE TO SMITHFIELD journey. “I remember being told how my Dad would travel from Waterville to Smithfield. He would: 1. 
Go from Waterville to Oakland by horse drawn wagon 2. Take the train from Oakland to Norridgewock 3. Take the stage from Norridgewock to 
Smithfield 4. A room at the Smithfield hotel and 3 meals/day cost $7.00 a week. A boat was an additional $ 0.50 per week.” 
NEIGHBOR CAMPS AND SMITHFIELD VILLAGE - Most of the families along the camp road were French families from the Waterville area. The 
Marshall camp shared a fine well with a neighbor and frequently other neighbors sought water from that well. The Marshall camp did not have 
running water, toilet facilities or a telephone. There was a hand pump in the sink and an outhouse in the woods in back of the garage, but it did 
have electricity. 
     There was a pathway leading from the North end of the camp road to the village, a shortcut for those camp road residents who wanted to go 
to the local store....it was a delightful pathway thru the woods looking down on the lake. The old Marshall camp was sold by the Marshall family 
about 1967 and has been renovated and resold multiple times, but is still in place. 
     “The original dam on the outlet stream had a walkway and a screen or fish weir in place. The summer water level was, I think, lower than at 
present as the large rock off Sunset Beach was usually out of water a few inches and readily visible. Difficulties with water level control in the 
lake prompted a group of camp owners to repair the dam on Meadow Brook Stream leading to Great Pond. This significantly aided water level 
control. Updated conservation measures promoted by the Lake Association has resulted in improved lake water quality.” 
     My sincere appreciation goes to Paul Marshall Sr., for sharing his memories with his family, so that we could share them with you. As he often 
reminds us, if memories are not recorded in some form, those pieces of history are lost. It is never too late to start sharing and recording! 
*PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR NORTH POND HISTORY TO US and you may see it published in a future issue of NPN and/or on 
our website! 

http://www.northpondmaine.org/


 

 


